Rachel Potts

Director

Rachel graduated from the College of William & Mary with a degree in English and Elementary Education.  She has a Virginia K-8th Grade Teaching License.

After graduating from college, Rachel taught elementary school in North Carolina and Virginia for three years.  Rachel was a Family Child Care Provider for four years, working with infant and toddler children. Rachel was also a Director at Lipton Corporate Child Care for a year where she worked with children twelve weeks to twelve years of age.  Rachel then returned to teaching elementary school with the Fairfax County Public Schools.  She has been at Early Years Preschool for two years.
Her philosophy of learning is to create a positive climate conducive to learning.  Children learn best when they are encouraged to learn and when learning is fun.  She strives to meet children’s needs by creating a safe environment that incorporates individual talents, individual needs, and the personal interests of each child.

In addition to her background in education, Rachel worked in the non-profit sector.  While working as a Director at United Way of South Hampton Roads, she raised money for a number of worthy organizations.  This experience provided Rachel with procedure and operational skills necessary to direct an organization.
When Rachel’s not working, she enjoys spending time with her family while camping or doing anything outside.  She participates in continuing educational courses and workshops.  Her favorite vacation is the beach!
Carly Smith

Assistant Director

Carly graduated from Grove City College in Pennsylvania with a degree in Business Communication. Her post college experiences have taught her much about customer service, marketing, sales, data analysis, budgeting, and project management.

 Upon graduation, Carly lived in Boone, NC for two years where she worked for Charleston Forge, a small furniture manufacturer. After her husband, Andrew, completed his graduate studies, they both found work in the DC area and began to call Fairfax County their home. Since moving to the area, Carly has worked for the Corporate Executive Board in Arlington and Wachovia Bank in McLean.

 She was raised in a family full of educators. Her mother, grandmother, grandfather, sister and several aunts were or are involved in education. Her family’s passion for education has left its mark, and she is excited to be at Early Years Preschool!  Carly has been with Early Years Preschool for a year.
In Carly’s spare time, she is taking early childhood education classes.  She coaches high school volleyball, enjoys time spent outdoors, and spends time with family and friends.
